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Zum Thema:


The Arab world suffers from a low level of human development.  One striking aspect of this has been its poor economic performance in recent years, especially in comparison with East Asia, but recently even with South Asia.  Prof. Stewart suggests that one reason for the difficulties that the region faces may be historical.  At the time when the ancient civilizations of the Old World came under massive Western influence (say 1750–1850), the population of the Arab countries was very different from the populations of India and China.  Most of the Indians and Chinese were at that time peasants, whereas most of the Arabs were tribespeople.  The current problems of the Arab world, like those of sub-Saharan Africa, may have some connection with the size, composition and values of the population as it was in the early nineteenth century.
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